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TH E E’C H O From you Sounded out the word of the Lord ...
In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ... IThes. 1:8
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In the old covenant, two commandments, connected with Love, are listed, viz. 

Thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might (Deut. 6:5)
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD. (Lev 19:18)
With regard to the first, it is to love God with all that I can muster of self.

With regard to the second, it is to love my neighbour, as myself. 

“Self” is the standard by which my impulse and compulsion to love God and others is founded.

The Lord summarised the above in Matt. 22:37-40 as:

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
In the New Covenant (John 13:34; 15:12, 17)), the Lord gave us a New Commandment, viz. 

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you…
These things I command you, that ye love one another.

Apart from loving God with all that we are, we ought to love one another. 
The standard is now changed from “as thyself” to “as I have loved you.” 
Just as we cannot spell “another” without “other”, to love one another, is to love others – not necessary only those in the circle of comradeship but also all in God’s creation.

We are to love others, as the Lord loves us!
How has the Lord loved us which sets the standard for us to love one another and to love others? 

The answer is the core essence to missions – how He loved us is related to His love for “others”.
The Man of Missions

The chief priests, the scribes and the elders could not perceive the perspective of His mission and mocked Him when He was on the cross: He saved others; Himself he cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. (Mt. 27:42; Mk. 15:31; Lk. 23:35)

He saved others! – At least, they could see what He was doing.
But perhaps not in proper perspective as we would today. He “saved” others from sicknesses, from unrighteousness, from a life of sin and even from death. They and others acknowledged His good works and admitted “Never man spake like this Man.” (Jn. 7:46), but ironically He could not even save Himself from them – that’s what they believed. 
Himself he cannot save – That was not true. Did not He declare? Therefore doth my Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father. (Jn. 10:17, 18). In fact, earlier, He had challenged the soldiers sent to capture Him: Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? (Mt. 26:53, 54) No, they had got it all wrong! He could save Himself in which case He could not save others!
If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.
That was their preposterous perception again – to be King, He must demonstrate and manifest His power to come down from the cross. How could a King be meek and lowly, and suffer all that others did to Him? They failed to read the Scriptures or having read it, they failed miserably not to grasp the import of Zech. 9:9 – behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.
He could not come down from the cross for even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. (Mk. 10:45). No, He could not come down from the cross and they, like many others, must believe that He had to die in order to save them! “He saved others” – these “others” embraced them.
Could it be too that today many of His followers still fail to grasp His mission to save others and to give His life a ransom for many by reaching out to love others and seeking to bring the message of salvation to them cost what it may?  It cost the Lord His all to love us, we too need to pay the price to love others. We read the Scriptures, our assemblies know the Scriptures, but we are so nonchalant and negligent to obey the Lord in His new Commandment to love others as He loved them!

His Mission in Missions

I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to My voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. (Jn. 10:16, NRSV)
He already had His elected sheep in His fold, enclosed in a “legalistic” pen, kept in by a perimeter fence – the Jews, whom God had sovereignly chosen to love as His own. The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: But because the LORD loved you. (Deut. 7:7, 8)

But God’s love for the Jews was not bound to them only. There were still other sheep outside this Jewish fold, them also He must bring. He was referring to the Gentiles whom He must bring in so that both Jews and Gentiles can be of one flock, no more penned in by a perimeter fence in a fold, but drawn to and centred on the one Shepherd of the flock, that in this new Body of His, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. (I Cor. 12:13, 14). When He died on the cross, He hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us (Jews and Gentiles)… to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace…And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. (Eph. 2:14-18)

His Mission since then was to preach peace both to the Jews and to the Gentiles that they can be both one in His flock. This “Must” Mission to preach peace to others He now hands down to His sheep that they in turn must bring others who are not of this flock to be so. Hence…

The Mandate for Missions

To translate this new Commandment of loving others into practical commitment for us, He gives us the Great Commission:-

First to the Church at large: "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” (Mk. 16:15)

Then to the Christian wherever he/she is and goes to: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8
As there are “others not of this fold” whom He must bring in to form this flock, so those in the flock, must bring the others in. Who are the “others”?  Among them...

· (Mat 22:9 NIV)  
Everyone: Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.

· (Mark 16:15 KJV)  Every creation: Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
· (Mat 20:3, 4 KJV)  
Every idler: He went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace,


And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. 
· (Luke 4:43 KJV)  
Every city: I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also: for therefore am I sent.
· (Isa 6:8, 9 KJV)  
Every people: I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? 


Then said I, Here am I; send me. And he said, Go, and tell this people, 

To Love God and to Love one another is to Love as Jesus loves. God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5:8). Christ loved me, and gave Himself for me. (Gal. 2:20). Now it is my turn to love one another as He loved me and Go to others to commend to them God’s Love for them.

As a Church and as a Christian are we answering the Divine Challenge and obeying the Divine Commission?

Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?
I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also.
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